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Introduction:  
 
Jacki can’t concentrate on what her teacher, Mr. Rodriguez, is saying – something about 
zabba zabba recession, outsourcing, bank failures, national debt . . . But when her mom is 
laid off, the statistics start to hit home – especially now that everything seems to cost 
more than they can afford like Jacki’s expensive private school, her sister’s college 
tuition, and their big house. But Jacki has a happiness factor of about a hundred. Just 
because they can’t predict the future doesn’t mean they can’t have a fabulous life with a 
happy ending, right? 
 
Discussion Questions 
 

1. When Emily tells Jacki that her relatives have lost their home and are moving in, 
Jacki’s response is comical. Is her response appropriate? Why or why not? Do 
people sometimes use humor to deal with serious situations? 
 

2. Jacki wonders why the loss is supposed to be secret, observing that “secrecy goes 
with something truly embarrassing or shamefully humiliating, right?” What do 
you think? 
 

3. Brooke says that David broke up with her because he “believes that good things 
happen to good people, and bad things happen to bad people.” What do you 
believe? Have you ever been judged or been judged because of circumstances 
beyond your control? 
 

4. Mr. Rodriguez leads a class discussion on the “resilience of the human spirit 
through adversity.” How resilient do you think you would be if things you took 
for granted were taken away? Would you, like Brooke, make lemonade out of 
lemons? 
 

5. Evaluate the characters in the book. How resilient is each? How does being 
proactive help each deal with his/her situation? Is it important to be resilient? 
 

6. How does Jacki become increasingly aware of the financial crisis? As a group, do 
your own research: What is the unemployment rate in your county? How many 
homes are in foreclosure? How many people are homeless in your county? 
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7. Like Madeline and Jacki, is there something you can do to help? Discuss 
organizing a canned food drive, a public awareness campaign, or look into 
volunteer opportunities. 
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