
 

 

 

 

 

 

READING GROUP GUIDE 
About the book: 

Chloe, bright, hip and single, is a feature writer with ambitions to launch a magazine of her 
own. When she meets James, her potential new boss, she knows she shouldn't mix business 
with pleasure, but finds it impossible to resist...  

Maggie appears to have it all. She's beautiful, a talented writer, and has a gorgeous husband. 
But something's not quite right: his job as a magazine publisher is keeping him in the city until 
late most evenings, and some nights he doesn't come home at all...  

Told in the alternating voices of the mistress and the wife, this story of an affair is a sharp, 
seductive take on modern love.  

Who, if anyone, comes out unscathed?  

In writing that is lively, sexy and sharp, the international bestselling author Sarah Rayner 
explores modern-day relationships and age-old moral dilemmas. 

 

Discussion Questions 

1. Do the characters Maggie and Chloe seem real and believable? Did you identify with or 
warm to one woman more than the other? How do they change throughout the book and 
did your allegiance shift as you read? If so, at what point in the novel? 

2. Talk about James/Jamie. What did you think of him? Did you find him an attractive 
character in any way? Do you think the author did?  
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3. The Other Half focuses on the thorny issue of infidelity. At times the writing is relatively 
explicit. What did you think about the sex scenes? Did you find them believable? Did 
reading them make you in any way embarrassed? Or did you find them erotic?  

4. What did you think of the structure of the book and the use of alternating chapters? 
Consider if you’ve come across any other novels that use structure in a particularly unusual 
way. 

5. What was more important, the characters or plot? Was the plot moved forward by 
decisions of the characters, or were the characters at the mercy of the plot? 

6. What about the language/writing style? Was it appropriate to the story? Was it more poetic 
or vernacular?  

7. What specific themes did you notice throughout the novel? Did you think there was 
anything particular Sarah Rayner was trying to get across to the reader overall? In what 
ways do the events in the book reveal evidence of the author's world view? 

8. What do you think will be your lasting impression of The Other Half? Are you glad you read 
it and would you recommend it?  

 

 

Want to learn more about Sarah Rayner? 
Visit her at www.thecreativepumpkin.co.uk 

Or like her on Facebook! 
Facebook.com/creativepumpkin  
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