
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING GROUP GUIDE 
About the book: 

 

Foreign correspondent Chris Tomlinson returns to Texas to discover the truth about his family ’s 
slave owning history. Tomlinson Hill tells the story of two families, one black and one white, 

who trace their ancestry to the same Central Texas slave plantation. Tomlinson discovers that 
his counterpart in the African American family is LaDainian Tomlinson, one of the greatest 
running backs in the history of the National Football League. LaDainian ’s father was the last 

Tomlinson living on the Hill when he died in 2007. LaDainian’s earliest memories are from the 
idyllic community built by former slaves on the former planation grounds. Chris learns that 
many of the stories surrounding the Civil War and the South that he learne d as a child are 

simply untrue. He fins family letters that detail the mix of brutality and meager kindness that 
his relatives used to maintain order. He then compares and contrasts what the two families 
experienced at Emancipation, during Reconstruction, through the rise of the Ku Klux Klan and 
the Civil Rights era, and ending the day LaDainian’s father died. Tomlinson Hill is more than a 

history of two families; it tells the story of America and how slavery still shapes our society. And 
it ends with the fulfillment of Martin Luther King Jr.’s dream that one day the sons of slaves and 
the sons of slaveholders would meet in brotherhood. 

Discussion Questions 

1. To what degree does slavery and segregation still shape our society today? 

2. How much of our personal success or failure is due to our physical appearance? 
 

3. How much is shaped by our family’s past success or failure? 

 
4. What responsibility falls upon those of us who have benefitted from discrimination in the past? 

 

5. Has there been a fair accounting of this country’s white supremacist past? 
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6. Now that an entire generation has grown up in post-civil rights America, can we have an honest 
conversation about the past and its impact on individuals and communities? 

 
7. Since institutional discrimination is outlawed, should minorities simply get over the past and 

move on? 

 
8. Is it that simple? 

 
9. Does the election of a black president mean that the nation’s race problems are solved? 

 
10.  What parallels exist between past racial discrimination and the civil rights movements and 

discrimination against lesbian, bisexual, gay and transgendered people and the LGBT rights 

movement? 
 
 

About the author: 

CHRIS TOMLINSON is the Supervisory Correspondent for the Associated Press in Austin, Texas. 

He spent 14 years as a foreign correspondent, based in Africa but covering wars and disasters 
across the Middle East and Asia. His stories covered the invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq, civil 
wars in Somalia and Sudan and natural disasters in India and Congo. He is a fifth generation 

Texan and graduate of the University of Texas at Austin. 

 

 

Want to learn more about Chris Tomlinson? 
Visit him at http://tomlinsonhill.com   

Or follow him on Twitter! 
https://twitter.com/cltomlinson  
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