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Introduction:  
One day while running on the trail near his house in upstate New York, Owen McGuire 
meets a girl with startling green eyes and bloody cuts all over her body who seems to be 
utterly alone. Her name is Campion, after the wildflower that is an alien species in the 
area—alien meaning “from someplace else”—and Campion claims to come from 
someplace else entirely, a planet called Home.  
 
Discussion Questions 
 

1. Discuss what Campion’s name means. Does it fit her? 
 

2. Were you able to predict how Owen would react when Cam first tells him that 
she’s an alien?  

 
3. Why is Cam so convincing?   

 
4. Why does Owen want to believe in another planet and consider the possibility of 

going there? 
 

5. Think about the scene when Cam tells Owen about Bobbi and Ray (p. 42). She 
points to the bag of Tootsie Rolls Owen has brought her and says it’s the nicest 
thing anyone has done for her. Why is this moment important? 

 
6. Why doesn’t Cam or Owen go to the police? Put yourself in each character’s 

shoes—what would you do? 
 

7. Why do Owen and his dad have such a hard time talking about meaningful 
things? How would you advise them to break the ice? 

 
8. What do you know about the Dog People? Discuss their new dog, Sidney—how 

are Sidney and Cam alike? 
 

9. Discuss the way Cam describes the differences between her planet and Earth. She 
doesn’t give Earth a good review. Do you ever feel the same way as Cam about 
Earth? List the pros and cons of living on Earth. 

 
10. Do you ever wonder if there’s someplace else? Imagine how it might be better 

than life on Earth. Is there anything on your list that we can achieve on Earth? 
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11. In your view, in the end, did the signal work? 
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