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About the Novel 
 
It is the summer of 1588 and a pair of unlikely shipmates are traveling on the Vixen, a 
privateer that will soon be drafted to join a flotilla of English ships bound for a fiery clash 
with the Spanish Armada. Seventeen-year-old Sherwin Morris is aboard to repay a debt 
he owes the ship’s roguish captain, Brandon Fletcher. Sixteen-year-old Katharine 
Westing is sailing with them in a desperate bid to save her noble family’s fortune. The 
fight will be harrowing and bloody, and the unfolding tumult will challenge the character 
of both Sherwin and Katharine, who are about to discover the deeper meaning of strife 
and of honor. 
 
 
 
Discussion Questions 
 

1. The book includes a preface and is divided into seven parts. Why? 
 

2. There are two main characters: Sherwin and Katharine. Both are experiencing 
hardships. What are the choices available to each? How does thier gender affect 
their options? 
 

3. What do you know about the economy, social status, and privilege during the 
early 1500s? 
 

4. How quickly can a character’s circumstances change? List the characters and 
their changing circumstances and status. 
 

5. Research pirates and their bond to the Queen and the English government. 
 

6. What roles do luck, prayer, and superstition play in the lives of Sherwin and 
Katharine? 
 

7. Why is Caption Fletcher reluctant to engage in battle? 
 

8. Many of the characters are prepared to do whatever it takes to meet their needs. 
Make a list of characters and actions. 
 

9. Do any characters behave virtuously? Who and why? 
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