
Discussion Questions 

1.  Antonia’s two main aspirations are to become the first living 
saint and to get her first kiss from the right boy. On the 
surface, these goals seem very different, but do they have 
anything in common? What are your aspirations?

2.  Antonia thinks that at fifteen she might be the only girl on the 
planet who hasn’t had her first kiss. Do you think there are 
lots of girls this age who haven’t had a first kiss yet? What 
about boys this age? Why? Why not?

3.  If you were a patron saint, what would your specialization be 
and why?

4.  In the beginning of the book, Antonia introduces her cousin 
Veronica as the “evil nemesis” in her life (p. 8). Does Antonia 
let her feelings for Veronica affect her actions? How? Do you 
have someone like Veronica in your life?

5.  Antonia also has a best friend, Maria Romano. What makes 
Maria a great friend? How does she help Antonia reach her 
two goals?

6.  Andy Rotellini and Michael McGinnis are the two boys in 
Antonia’s life. Do they share any characteristics? What are 
their good points and bad points? How does Antonia decide 
which boy is right for her?

7.  If you were Antonia, which boy would you have chosen in the 
end? Why?



8.  Discuss Antonia’s desire to be the Patron Saint of the First 
Kiss and Kissing and the fact that it was her kiss on Mrs. 
Bevalaqua’s cheek that seemed to precipitate Mrs. B.’s 
miraculous recovery (p. 62). Do you think this is coincidence 
or are these aspects of the story linked? 

9.  Between Antonia’s strict mother, lenient Grandmother, and 
her aunts and cousins, family is really important in Antonia’s 
life. What do you think of the different members of Antonia’s 
family? Are any of them like members of your family? If they 
are very different, how so?

10.  For much of the story, Antonia rebels against her mother. 
What are some of the ways she enacts this rebellion? How 
do she and her mother come to terms with their differences 
in the end? Do you ever rebel against your parents or one 
parent more than another? When and in what circumstances 
do you feel like you want to rebel and why?

11.  Antonia comes from an immigrant family, and her Italian 
heritage shapes so much of who she is, who her family is,  
and even her community and neighborhood. What 
impression do you get about being Italian from Antonia’s 
story? About being from a recently immigrated family? 

12.  Take a look at “To Become a Saint You Must Complete the 
Following” (p. 37). What are the possibilities of sainthood  
for Antonia?
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