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-Fear of the evil eye is one of the most ancient and wide-spread superstitions, dating back to 

ancient Mesopotamia.  People in many Middle Eastern cultures wear evil eye beads to protect 

them against this curse.  What amulets do other cultures favor for deflecting the evil eye? 

-Hasan Sabouri was told from childhood that he possessed the evil eye and this affected every 

aspect of his life.  How much influence do the messages told to us in childhood about ourselves 

and our personalities have on us as adults?   Discuss ways these messages can be both positive 

and negative.  

-How superstitious are you?  What kinds of things do you say, wear or do to ward off evil, bad 

luck or fate?  Where did these rituals originate?  Are they family-learned or are they religious 

practices? 

-What other superstitions can you think of that are ingrained in society as a whole?  Do you 

know where they originated? 

-Just as people seek to ward off bad luck and evil, they’ve also devised practices for attracting 

good luck.  Discuss any ways by which you, or those you know, attempt to bring good luck your 

way. 

-Light and darkness are both literal and spiritual concepts, and a theme in The 

Illumination.  Natalie is looking for answers and enlightenment about the death of her sister and 

the necklace Dana sent her.  In what ways are the answers Natalie seeks hidden from her?  How 

else have the authors used light and darkness throughout the story? 

-Before you read The Illumination, did you know that the sun, the moon and the stars were 

created on the fourth – and not the first – day?  In what way was the light of the first day 

different and special?  

-Trust is an essential element in all human relationships, and another theme in The 

Illumination.  Discuss the ways mistrust and betrayal affected the various characters.  How many 

people do you really trust?  If someone betrays you once, can you ever trust that person again? 

-Have you ever forgiven someone who betrayed your trust?  Are there certain betrayals that can 

never be forgiven? 



-Unresolved issues between family members can be a source of great pain.  Do you think that 

Natalie has come to terms with her estrangement from Dana?  Explain. 

-Which characters believed they had a destiny to fulfill?  What motivated them? 

-The Illumination is set in the U.S., Italy and Israel.  Do you like reading novels set in multiple 

locales?  Are there any particular locales you find alluring? 

-Did the identity of The Sentinel come as a surprise to you?    Were you startled by any of the 

other plot twists?  Which ones? 

-The power of the tzohar could have been used for good or evil.  Discuss how some 

technological and scientific discoveries can similarly be used to both good and evil ends.   

-What was your favorite part of this novel?  Was there a particular scene that stands out in your 

mind? 

-Was Ken Mundy an evil man?  Was Menny Goldstein a good one?  Why did Mundy keep his 

true intentions from his congregants?  Why did Menny betray the Mossad?  Does the end ever 

justify the means? 

-Jerusalem and the Temple Mount are sacred to three religions.  Do you believe there will ever 

be peace there?  Why or why not? 

-What did you think about the connection between the legend of the tzohar and the primordial 

light concealed in three gems, which J.R.R Tolkien wrote about in The Silmarillion?  Do you 

think it likely that Tolkien was influenced by the legend of the tzohar? 


