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Me,Myself, and Lincoln: 

An Author Interview with Barry Denenberg

Interviewer (I): What was your reaction to writing a biography

about Abraham Lincoln?

Writer (W): I remembered my grandparents taking me to a Brooklyn library
when I was ten. That’s when I discovered Lincoln and the Civil War. So the

challenge of crafting a book that would be compelling to today’s ten-year-old in-
trigued me—as did the publisher’s concept for the book.

(I):  How did you arrive at the idea of a newspaper written in 1866?

(W): The discussion immediately focused on our obsession with historical ac-
curacy and the challenge of presenting history to young readers in a new, edgy
way. This flowed naturally to creating something that would convey the true

feelings of the time period, and that led to the idea of creating a 
newspaper or magazine that was written back then. 

(I):  We haven’t talked about the writing; your biography of Lincoln, 

the war, and the assassination. Can you tell me what gave you 

the most trouble in each section?

(W):  As far as Lincoln’s life is concerned, I worried that I wasn’t critical
enough, that maybe I fell into the trap he talks about in the opening letter—
about biographies being false. And presenting accurately his views on slavery

and their evolution during the course of the war. I spent a lot of time grappling
with that. Not glorifying the war, or romanticizing it while still accurately re-
counting the critical military arc, and just how close the North came to being
unable to win—why Gettysburg is so important. That dominated my research
and writing on the war. The assassination gave me the least amount of trouble.

Partially because I’ve been reading about it all my life.

(I):  What are you happiest with in the book?

(W):  Strictly from a writing point of view, it’s what I call 
the Lincoln montage on page 35.

(I):  Why?

(W):  Well, you’ll just have to read it and judge for yourself.

Abraha
m Lincoln Activities

Be a Historical Reporter

Barry Denenberg, the author of Lincoln Shot, wrote the text as if he were reporting in 1866,
on the first anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s death. You can tell by some of the words and phrases

he uses that he has gone back in time. You can, too. Imagine that you were sitting on the box next to
Lincoln when he was shot. Write an eyewitness account for the newspaper. Imagine that you were
looking out at the barn where John Wilkes Booth was cornered. Write a moment-to-moment ac-

count of what you see. Pick another part of Lincoln’s life and write as if you were there. 
Try very hard to use old-fashioned vocabulary and phrases.

Remembering Lincoln in a Poem

On page 40 of Lincoln Shot, read the famous poem by Walt Whitman called 
“O Captain! My Captain!”. Whitman wrote the poem in 1865, the year of Lincoln’s assassination. It

memorializes Lincoln using the metaphor of Lincoln as the captain of the country. 
There were many other poems written to remember Lincoln. Read more of them, 

and then write one of your own. 

Music for reflecting the Times

Listen to songs sung and music played during the Civil War to see if you can tell the mood of the
country. There are wonderful sites on the Internet where you can download music. (Search with the
term “Civil War music.”) Find songs of the Union and songs of the Confederacy, as well as songs that

soldiers sang. You will hear songs meant to make soldiers feel brave, songs expressing the 
loneliness of family left behind, patriotic songs, and much more.

An extensive bibliography of books and other media about Abraham Lincoln, the assassination,
Mary Lincoln, the Civil War, and related topics is available to view and download at

www.feiwelandfriends.com



About the book:

Lincoln Shot. So begins this intimate portrait of Abraham Lincoln. Conceived
as a one-year anniversary edition of a newspaper, dated April 14, 1866. The moment-by-

moment recital of the events of the day that ended in assassination holds readers en-
thralled awaiting the tragic end. The account of the flight, capture, and hanging of some

of the conspirators is riveting. From there, author Barry Denenberg moves the
reader to the log cabin in Kentucky and Lincoln’s life unfolds. The boy, the man, the
husband, and the father is portrayed as a trifle clumsy, often unsure of himself, and

plagued by dark moods. Denenberg’s Lincoln is ambitious and modest. 
He struggles with his role as leader as the Civil War nears.

In the third part of the book, the year-by-year account of the Civil War is seen through
Lincoln’s eyes. Every defeat and every victory deepens his struggle and resolve. 
Award-winning artist Christopher Bing evokes an 1866 newspaper with 

pen-and-ink scenes from Lincoln’s life: Lincoln wrestling Jack Armstrong, Lincoln taking
vows with Mary Todd, Grant and Lee at Appomattox, and Booth shooting Lincoln. 
Rich Deas, book designer, has folded Bing’s art and sourced archival images into 

layouts that are undistinguishable from 1866 newspaper design. Meticulously researched
and exquisitely designed, Lincoln Shot is a uniquely inviting and 

accessible tribute to Lincoln, whose birth bicentennial is February 12, 2009.

“This well-researched

history of the presi-

dent’s assassination is

riveting…the results

are terrific. This book

should be in every

child’s library, and

every school library,

everywhere.”—The

Washington Post

“A novel idea, well exe-

cuted [a] more heroic

version of history.” 

—The Washington Post

Book World

“The book is the anti-

dote to complaints that

history is dull.”—The

Miami Herald, Picked as

one of the Best Kids

Books of the Year

“Wonderfully readable.”

—The New York Times

Book Review

★“Beautifully inte-

grating content and

form, this engrossing,

oversized book should

serve both browsers

and researchers well.”

—The Horn Book Review,

Starred Review

★“The splendid, un-

usual design of this

book, which replicates

and illuminates the pe-

riod atmosphere, is an

example of how high

quality bookmaking

can turn a history les-

son into an authentic

experience.”—Booklist,

Starred Review

“This book would serve

as a good ‘first’ book

on Lincoln, and I can

imagine many young

readers sprawled

around it on the floor.”

—The Chicago Tribune★“Enhanced by pe-

riod-style advertise-

ments and side features

on his beard and other

topics . . . makes a

memorable way of in-

troducing Lincoln’s

character and achieve-

ments. Its unusual ap-

pearance is guaranteed

to draw readers to it;

its striking graphics

will keep them poring

over the pages.”—Kirkus

Reviews, Starred Review

★“The combination

of a compelling story,

engaging visuals, and

large format distin-

guishes this work….
The book has great

value.” —School Library

Journal, Starred Review

history

1. How do you think Abraham Lincoln compares to today’s

American leaders?

2. If you were alive in 1860, what do you think your views on 

slavery would have been?

3. Do you think the South was justified when they seceded?

4. Look at the portraits of Lincoln on page 35. They span 

barely five years. Do they help you understand how heavily

the casualties of war weighed on Lincoln? What else may have

caused him to age so fast?

language arts

5. How can you tell what the author thinks of Abraham Lincoln?

Hint: Read the section on Lincoln’s youth on pages 8-9, paying

close attention to the adjectives that the author uses to de-

scribe Lincoln, and the aspects of Lincoln’s 

character that he chooses to emphasize.

6. Lincoln Shot begins with the assassination, and the cap-

ture and death of the conspirators. Do you think that in-

creases the tension in the book or removes it?

7. The famous poem “O Captain! My Captain!” on page 40 was 

written by Walt Whitman to honor Abraham Lincoln.

“The ship has weather’d every rack, the prize we sought is

won.” What do you think this line means?

art appreciation

8. Lincoln Shot is designed to look like a 19th-century 

newspaper. What do you notice about the book that makes 

it look old-fashioned? Hint: Notice the paper color and the adver-

tisements. What else can you identify?
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